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Chase's appointment, gave strong pledges to Mr. Lincoln that
Mr. Chase would abandon his ambition for the Presidency.

RIGHTS  OF  STATES

In 1864 I introduced a series of resolutions in the House
of Representatives in the form of a Declaration of Opinion
in regard to the legal status of the States in rebellion. At
that time the country and Congress had no doubt of our abil-
ity to crush the rebellion, and the public mind was occupied
with various theories of reconstruction.

The resolutions had been already accepted by the National
Union League. I prepared them at the instance of Gov-
ernor Claflin and their adoption by the League had made the
policy known to a large body of active Republicans. I did
not seek to secure their adoption by the House of Representa-
tives. The resolutions were in this form:

" Resolved, That the Committee on the Rebellious States be
instructed to consider and report upon the expediency of rec-
ommending to this House the adoption of the following

Declaration of Opinions:

" In view of the present condition of the country, and espe-
cially in view of the recent signal successes of the national
arms promising a speedy overthrow of the rebellion, this
House makes the following declaration of opinions concern-
ing the institution of slavery in the States and parts of States
engaged in the rebellion, and embraced in the proclamation
of emancipation issued by the President on the first day of
January, A. D., 1863: and also concerning the relations now
subsisting between the people of such States and parts of
States on the one side, and the American Union on the other.

"It'is therefore declared (as the opinion of the House of
Representatives), that the institution of slavery was the cause
of the present rebellion, and that the destruction of slavery in